[Lateral gaze palsy and progressive scoliosis in 4 Tunisian families].
In 1975, Sharpe and Silversides described a neurological entity in a Chinese family. Clinical picture was characterized by paralysis of horizontal gaze, pendular nystagmus and progressive scoliosis. To date, 43 cases have been reported. The pathogenesis remains unclear. The Authors report four Tunisian families with 12 affected individuals. The age of patients ranges from 6 to 34 Years. All examined patients have complete lateral gaze palsy, pendular nystagmus and progressive scoliosis. Blood routine tests, cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), evoked potentials, electromyography (EMG), muscle biopsy, CT scan and cerebral MRI were normal. Autosomal recessive (AR) mode of inheritance is the most probable pattern.